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Re-elected President 


By unanimous vote of the Biennial Convention of the National Woman's Party, 

meeting in Wahington, D. C., December 5, 6 and 7, Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont 

was re-elected to the Presidency. For the next two years Mrs. Belmont will 

guide the destinies of great numbers of women both within and outside the 
ranks of the Woman's Party. May success attend her efforts. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

te secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 


— Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 55 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by SzunatTor P. Nr, North Dakota. 


Introduced in the House April 25, 1929, 
by R&SPRESENTATIVES FREDERICK W. Macrapy, 
Pennsylvania. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Equal Rights 
They Repeat the Challenge 


AST week Equat Ricuts extended a greeting to the delegates to the 
E Biennial Convention of the National Woman's Party in Washington, 

D. C., this week Equa. Ricuts extends a greeting to the same delegates 
in their own homes. The convention has come and gone, and the delegates 
have done likewise, but things are not as they were before. 


In various parts of the country today, in large towns and in small towns, 
there are women who have a reinvigorated, if not a new, faith in the Equal 
Rights campaign. They not only believe in Equal Rights but they believe that 
the Equal Rights Amendment will soon be written into the Constitution. 
This is the most important result of the convention, namely, augmented num- 
bers of women who know, deep down in their hearts, that they can and must 
succeed. 


Out of the past, from the lips of one long dead, come the words, “Failure 
is impossible!“ 


Out of the convention, from the lips of living women, in various parts of 
the country, in large towns and in small towns, comes a repetition of the 
challenge. Failure, for justice, permanent failure, is impossible. 


A Word to Mr. Nock 


NA PROVOCATIVE article in The Atlantic Monthly for November Mr. 
Albert Jay Nock gives advice to Feminists. 
Unlike many men who write about women he seems to appreciate the 
need, at least in the past, of a Feminist movement to break down the legal 
and traditional discriminations against women. 


He thinks, however, that this work is done. “Our militant Feminists,” he 
says, “are reduced to pushing minor issues, to smoothing out relatively petty 
inequalities of legal status and the like,” for everybody has stopped thinking 
that women can’t do everything that men can. Now is the time, he continues, 
for Feminists to push the idea that women can do something that men cannot. 


We, of course, do not feel that we are reduced to minor issues. When 
international law is being rewritten and only our watchfulness and determi- 
nation keep out discriminations against women, we feel we have most impor- 
tant work at hand. When measures for unemployment relief cause the dis- 
charge of married women, and when special labor laws are directed toward 
women only, restricting their opportunities to earn a living, we feel there is 
still worthwhile, much-needed work for Feminists to do. 


Being a man, Mr. Nock probably does not realize how many discriminations 
against women remain on our statutes, or how many habits of thought and 
traditions of generations which handicap women still have to be broken down 
by education. 


The time has come, thinks Mr. Nock, for women to do a little missionary 
work. They must civilize society since they can do this so much better than 
men can. Now that they have gained economic independence, controlling as 
they do 50 per cent. of the wealth of this country, he believes that they not 
only have the natural ability, but the necessary power to civilize society. 
They have been preoccupied, he thinks, with the idea of doing what men can 
do and suggests that “Feminism should henceforth concern itself with recom- 
mending a higher and much more rational idea of social usefulness.” 

Although we see the need of a civilizing influence in the world, we do not 
think it will come about according to Mr. Nock’s formula. We know that the 
great obstacle to woman’s progress through the ages has been putting her in 
a class apart, on a pedestal, as it were, as a chaste, ennobling, moral force. 
Women have been most susceptible to this flattery and have clutched at it 
eagerly as a substitute for freedom and economic independence. These last 
years of freer life for women have done much, however, to shatter that delusion, 
and the more it is shattered the better. Women must lose the idea that they 
are different because they are women, and must realize that they are co-workers 
with men in the quest for a higher civilization. 

To say that women have a civilizing influence and men have not is enough 
to give men an inferiority complex, and of course we do not want to encourage 
that. For so many years we have heard that men were made thus and so and 
couldn’t help it. We have never considered this anything but an excuse. But, 
of course, men are not going to make the most of their civilizing qualities if 
they are continually excused and some one else assumes the responsibility. 

It is only by working together as co-equals, learning much from each other, 
that men and women will build a higher civilization. 
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The Opening of the Convention 


counting the work and progress of 

the National Woman’s Party marked 
the opening session of the Biennial Con- 
vention Saturday afternoon, December 5, 
in the Hotel Mayflower in Washington. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, National Coun- 
cil chairman, opened the convention with 
prayer, followed by an address outlining 
the expert work of the organization, which 
is printed elsewhere in this issue of Equa. 
RIGHTS. 

The opening address by Mrs. Wiley was 
followed by a treasurers’ report submitted 
by Maud Younger and Laura Berrien. 
Despite the depression, Miss Younger was 
able to report both an increase in capital 
and income. But even though the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is well off finan- 
cially, with beautiful headquarters, much 
must be done in collecting funds with 
which to combat the tendency to do away 
with women’s jobs in a period of hard 
times, she pointed out. 

Because the Legal Research Committee 
has spent so much time in the past two 
years fighting proposed new legislation 


Pee reading of inspiring reports re- 


against women brought on by economic > 


conditions, it has not made as much prog- 
ress as formerly in removing unfairness 
already existing, Burnita S. Matthews, 
chairman, said. 

“Feminists throughout the country are 
starting early to wage the fight for Equal 
Rights legislation next year,” she said. 

Besides contributing articles to Equa. 
Ricuts, the Legal Research Committee 
has sent summaries of the Party’s work 
to all legations and has drawn up a his- 
tory of the present headquarters, includ- 
ing a study of bond records and wills for 
over 100 years. The latter work has in- 
creased both historical and architectural 
interest in headquarters. 

At a recent meeting of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers, pro- 


tective legislation for women was dis- 
cussed, Mrs. Matthews said. 

Equal pay for equal work for men and 
women was discussed at the Sixth Inter- 
national Conference of Women Physicians 
held in Vienna, according to a report 
given by Dr. Mary O’Malley of St. Eliza- 
beth’s. Whereas a large number of South- 
ern Europeans demanded special protec- 
tion for women, northern physicians cited 
the case of women spinners in India and 
added that women had always worked 
hard anl long hours without hurting 
their health. 

“During an industrial depression, when 
many are without food and clothing, one 
would think it the duty of legislators and 
labor unions to help the situation all they 
could,” stated Jane Norman Smith in 
making her report for the Equal Oppor- 
tunities in Business and Professions Com- 
mittee, of which she is chairman. “Instead 
there has been a campaign to cut women’s 
working hours. The Woman’s Party is 
not opposed to an eight-hour law for both 
sexes, but it opposes discrimination.” She 
outlined work in different States oppos- 
ing unfair legislation. 

Speaking of the work done in radio pro- 
grams, Mrs. Mildred V. Palmer outlined 
the work done by speakers and expressed 
the hope that members would support 
these programs. 

Reports of the activities of the Litera- 
ture Committee were read by Alma Lutz, 
chairman, who stated that several Equal 
Rights pamphlets had already been pub- 
lished to be distributed and that others 
would be published as soon as funds were 
available. An appeal for funds to publish 
more literature brought a generous re- 
sponse. 

Speaking for the House Committee, Mrs. 
Merritt O. Chance humorously told of 
the makeshifts that were necessary in the 
house kitchen and of the accomplishments 


which the House Committee had effected. 

Mrs. L. H. Obear, International Hospi- 
tality Chairman, outlined the work of her 
group in entertaining visitors. 

Outlining the steps taken by the Stu- 
dents’ Council, Margaret Leurs stated 
that she had contacted four universities 
and that interest among students was 
growing. 

Mabel Van Dyke, of the Young Woman’s 
Council, told of the various teas given by 
her group to introduce friends to various 
members of the Woman’s Party. 

Rebekah Greathouse sketched the work 
of the Lawyers’ Council. The organiza- 
tion has done much towards internation- 
ally rights for women. It has also done 
work in a jury service law for the State of 
Maryland and studied the Welosky case 
in an effort to make equal jury service for 
women constitutional throughout the 
United States. 

Speaking for the Committee on Peti- 
tions and Resolutions, Mrs. Vickery Val- 
entine begged all members to use their 
influence in procuring endorsements of 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“What we want is resolutions resolu- 
tions, and more resolutions,” she said. 

On her suggestion the National Party 
went on record as favoring the amend- 
ment. 

Speaking for Equa. Rieuts the editor, 
Edith Houghton Hooker, urged more sub- 
scribers. 

State reports were read by Mrs. F. B. 
Hilles of Delaware, Elizabeth T. Kent of 
California, and Lila Enders of New Jer- 
sey. Mildred Palmer read both the New 
York State and New York City reports. 

Because of the lateness of the hour 
other State summaries were filed with the 
secretary, A. Marguerite Smith, to be 
printed in Equat Rieuts, where other re- 
ports, together with Mrs. Wiley’s speech, 
will be presented. 


Report of the National Chairman 


E are gathered here today to re- 

* port on our stewardships, in the 

various tasks assigned us during 
the past two years. 

As chairman of the Council, I have the 
pleasant duty of giving you as appears in 
the Washington Post every day, a “sky- 
view” of the happenings of the last two 
years. People no longer speak of a “hill- 
top view.” Nowadays it is an “aerial 
closeup.” 

Chairman and other administrators 
have one privilege (sometimes it may be 
a curse) that is of getting the credit for 
all that happens during their administra- 
tions, whether of good or of ill. We have 
for instance, skipping, around in history, 
such pleasant cognomens (I'll omit the 


unpleasant ones) as “Aristides the Just,” 
“Lorenzo the Magnificent,” “The golden 
age of Elizabeth” and “the era of good 
feeling” of our Fifth President, James 
Monroe. In each of these cases the leader 
should not get all the praise. A chain of 
fortuitous circumstances led to these 
happy nick-names, which have stuck to 
these particular persons and which have 
come down to us through the years. 


So I take no credit for the harmonious, 
successful work accomplished by the 
Woman’s Party during these two years. 
I had the pleasure of serving with you 
in endeavoring to bring about our com- 
mon ideal of equality of opportunity, for 
men and women. I want to add, however, 
that the great lure of the Woman’s Party 


is the opportunity of knowing the women 
who compose it. 

This is the sixth convention which the 
Woman’s Party has had since its reorgani- 
zation in 1921. The previous conventions 
have been held here, at Seneca Falls, N. V., 
in the Garden of the Gods, Colorado, at 
Meadowmount in the Adirondacks and in 
Detroit. At four of these earlier conven- 
tions great Equal Rights pageants were 
staged. Today we believe the momentous 
events of the last two years need no 
pageant to emphasize their importance. 


HBADQUARTERS 
To begin with let me speak first of our 
headquarters, “Alva Belmont House,” our 
haven and power station. During the two 
years this venerable Georgian building has 
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been dedicated and named, with appro- . 


priate ceremonies, at which Senator Wat- 
son and the late Senator Caraway spoke 
so feelingly. It has been beautified by 
the addition of a colonial porch. It has 
been made more comfortable by the estab- 
lishment of commodious offices on the 
lower floor and we have waged a success- 
ful battle, before a committee of Congress 
to prevent its demolition to give way to 
the Government program for the erection 
of another Grecian office building. The 
steady income from the rental of rooms 
to Woman’s Party workers and visiting 
members has netted us around $2,000 a 
year, not enough to run the house, but a 
tidy sum, and within the last six weeks 
a successful dining-room venture has been 
inaugurated. The credit of this latter 
venture, I give to Miss Paul and to Mrs. 
Gertrude Payne, our gracious house- 
mother. Miss Paul, fresh from her vic- 
tories in Europe, stepped in the front 
door a few weeks ago, laid aside her 
laurels, donned an apron and entering the 
kitchen not only lighted a fire in the stove 
but also under our feet. This might have 
been done long before but for the pusillam- 
nity of your chairman, who so much 
dreaded the advent of that horrible crea- 
ture called “debt.” To Mrs. Payne be- 
longs, not only praise for the happy func- 
tioning of Alva Belmont House for 20 
months but the already lucrative opera- 
tion of the dining room for the last six 
weeks. At this time I wish to say how 
fortunate the organization is in having 
as our new house chairman, Mrs. Merritt 
O. Chance of Washington, D. C. I hope 
all who are here today will come to head- 
quarters this evening to the reception to 
see for themselves what a dignified home 
we have. 
NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Much can be said under this head. The 
year 1931 began with a visit to President 
Hoover on behalf of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. At that time the President 
told us he had resisted suggestions to dis- 
miss married women employed by the 
Government whose husbands were also 
employed. Since then, President Hoover, 
upon our solicitation, instructed the 
United States Plenipotentiary to The 
Hague Convention not to sign a conven- 
tion on nationality containing discrimina- 
tions against women. During the two 
years President Hoover has signed two 
important amendments to the Cable Act 
liberalizing the citizenship rights of 
American women married to foreigners. 

It seems appropriate here while men- 
tioning the administration of Mr. Hoover 
to refer to Secretary of State Stimson’s 
summing up of The Hague Conference, 
which put the United States before the 
world as favoring equality for men and 
women in nationality that came out in a 
document which went to nations all over 
the world and also to mention Secretary 


of Labor Doak’s action in recalling from 
the Night-Work Conference in Geneva, a 
delegate unfavorable to industrial equality. 

In the Woman’s Party when we speak 
of “national activities’ at the present 
time, immediately our thoughts turn to 
one whom we call the “Director of Na- 
tional Activities.” It has been my happy 
privilege to work in close contact with 
Muna Lee de Munoz Marin now for 15 
months. The word “privilege” is carefully 
used. She is a rare combination of the 
warmth and wholeheartedness of the 
South, combined with the _ efficiency 
and urge of the most-northern latitude. 
Miss Lee will make her own splendid re- 
port of Equal Rights meetings which she 
has attended in nine different cities, of 
the preparation of releases for thousands 
of far-flung newspaper articles, of in- 
numerable speeches before all kinds of 
groups and of her courageous action last 
summer, which resulted in the recalling, 
already alluded to of a Government dele- 
gate to a labor conference in Geneva who 
was unfavorable to industrial equality. 
She will not tell you, so I will, of the 
valuable contacts she has made for our 
organization with University groups, with 
poetry groups, with Latin-American 
groups and with the newspaper fraternity. 
I might add that Muna Lee and I have 
driven nearly three thousand miles to- 
gether in our jaunts to meetings during 
these crowded months. We are grateful 
to the University of Porto Rico for lend- 
ing her to us, and hope her leave of ab- 
sence may be extended. 


CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Again the mention of Congressional Ac- 
tivities brings to mind immediately the 
personality of Maud Younger, friend and 
advisor of Congress. Since the days of 
the once famous card-index, Miss Younger 
has been our successful and wise inter- 
mediary with the statesmen on the hill. 
Her wisdom is evidenced by our various 
successes. During the two years there 
have been several congressional hearings, 
which Miss Younger will report on her- 
self. 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 

These words “legislative activities” to 
us envision a slender, dark-haired, girlish- 
looking figure, our Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews, who as we look at her reminds us 
always of Goldsmith’s famous lines: 


“And still they gaz’d and still the wonder 
grew 

That one small head could carry all 
she knew.” 


Since the last convention every State 
legislature in the country has been in ses- 
sion. Thus the struggle for Equal Rights 
has been on an extended field. Mrs. Mat- 
thews has furnished the bills for the 
States and has sent ammunition to sup- 
port them in the form of arguments and 
citations. She has also drafted bills for 


Equal Rights 


Congress, prepared Equal Rights litera- 
ture for the National Headquarters and 
summaries on various phases of the equal 
status of women which have appeared in 
Equa. RIGHTs. 


Equa. RicHTs 

Our official organ continues to bring us 
its weekly message of inspiration and 
Feminist news gathered from around the 
world, due to the generosity of Dr. and 
Mrs. Donald Hooker, Mrs. William Kent, 
Miss Alice Paul and others, since the 
paper does not pay for itself. That the 
number of subscribers stands around 
twelve hundred is a lamentable fact. How 
anyone can do Woman’s Party work with- 
out Mrs. Hooker’s vigorous editorials and 
the contributions of our members, so ably 
edited by Ruby Black, under the business 
management of Mrs. Dora G. Ogle, I do 
not know. There is one good resolve for 
the New Year. Let every member, new 
and old, subscribe immediately to Equa. 
Rieuts. You need it. We need your 
$2 subscription. 


LITERATURE 

During the two years valuable litera- 
ture has been created. I have referred to 
our weekly organ Equat Ricuts which is 
our most valuable means of disseminating 
information. I have mentioned Mrs. Mat- 
thews’ contributions of summaries em- 
bodying the results of her legal researches. 
I wish to mention also a pamphlet which 
Mrs, Matthews has prepared, entitled 
“The Denial of Justice to Women,” being 
an interesting summary of discrimina- 
tions against women in different sections 
of the country. Another pamphlet which 
we have found of great value is one pre- 
pared by Miss Alma Lutz, reprinted from 
the Atlantic Monthly, entitled “Shall 
Woman’s Work Be Regulated By Law?” 
We are glad to know that Miss Lutz’s 
latest article is now ready to be prepared 
in pamphlet form, namely “Discharge 
Women First,” published in the Independ- 
ent Woman. We are very glad that Miss 
Lutz has accepted the chairmanship of 
publications. I wish to also mention Mrs. 
Belmont’s article on nationality, entitled 
“Are Women Really Citizens?” reprinted 
from Good Housekeeping Magazine of 
September, 1931. 


Strate ACTIVITIES 

When I mention State activities, as if 
by television, I see the faces of those 
State presidents, whom it was my privi- 
lege to meet during the last two years; 
valient Mrs. Ovid Butler Jameson, of 
Indiana, with such a long glance in the 
past and such a forward-look into the 
future, who made our trip to Indianapolis 
so memorable; Mrs. A. L. W. Movious, of 
Massachusetts, who made the Boston con- 
ference, last March, so productive of good 
results; Mrs. Valentine Winters of Ohio, 
who not only gave us a royal welcome to 
her own State but joined and strength- 
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ened our caravan to Indiana; and Mrs. 
Emma F. Bishop, cordial, sturdy leader 
of West Virginia, whose hospitality we 
so much enjoyed last month. The former 
State chairman of California, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Kent; State chairman of Delaware, 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles; of New 
York, Mrs. Lieber E. Whittic; of New 
Jersey, Miss Leila Enders; of Connecticut, 
Miss Elsie Hill; of Maryland, Mrs. Donald 
Hooker; and of Virginia, Mrs. Robert 
Hudson, I am glad to say are with us 
today and will speak for themselves. 


WoMEN IN OFFICE 


The National Woman's Party in a num- 
ber of instances has endeavored to secure 
the appointment of or the advancement of 
women in public offices. We were grati- 
fied at the appointment in 1930 of Mrs. 
Ruth Shipley, as plenipotentiary and of 
Miss Emma Wold, as technical advisor to 
The Hague Codification Conference; of 
the election of a women as judge of the 
Children’s Court in Buffalo, N. Y., and 
we welcome the advent of the second wom- 
an Senator, the close advisor and collabo- 
rator of her husband, the late Senator 
Thaddeus Caraway. 


Gains In FavoraBite Feevtinc Towarps 
Equa. RIGHTS 


To Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, former 
chairman of the Council and now chair- 
man of equality of opportunity in busi- 
ness and the professions, we owe much 
in the breaking down of barriers of oppo- 
sition to our cause. She will make her 
own report and give these gains in detail. 
Some of this impetus toward our equality 
program has been gained over the air, by 
a splendid new series of radio talks still 
in course of progress secured by the un- 
tiring efforts of Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Mil- 
dred Palmer. 

In speaking of gains in favorable feel- 
ing toward Equal Rights I must mention 
here the outstanding gain in the State 
of California when the California Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, recently adopted at its 
twelfth annual convention, a resolution 
urging its members to continue their op- 
position to all future proposed legislation 
that applies to women only in gainful 
occupations, until such time as the Equal 
Rights Amendment is made a part of the 
constitution of the State of California. 

I should like to mention here that your 
chairman on November 23, was instru- 
mental in securing the passage of a reso- 
lution by the District of Columbia Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, recommending 
to the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs the study of the Equal Rights 
Amendment and that during such period 
of study the General Federation desist 
from its opposition. This action was 
based on the precedent set by Miss M. 
Carey Thomas, president emeritus of Bryn 
Mawr, who, in 1924, made such a motion 


at the Convention of the American Asso- 
ciation of University Women. My resolu- 
tion is now in the hands of the resolutions 
chairman of the General Federation. I 
trust that it may be sent out to Seattle 
for action by the General Federation next 
June. 
INDUSTRIAL EQUALITY 

Protective legislation for women only 
that “hulking prejudice” against our pro- 
gram which sits across our road, like the 
awful incubus of which witty Mrs. Char- 
lotte Perkins Gilman writes. We'll soon 
be able to do as she says: 


“Approach him 
With an absent-minded air— 
And walk directly through him 
As if he wasn’t there.” 


Here the names of Josephine Casey, 
Mary Murray, Maude Williams, Ella Sher- 
win and many others spring to mind as 
the exorcisors of that falacy and the 
preachers of the new gospel of extending 
social legislation to both men and women. 
We look forward during this convention 
to the very vital account by Miss Casey of 
her campaign in Georgia and Rhode 
Island, among the textile workers of those 
States. 


Worip Wipe Events 

Now we leave our shores and wing our 
way in thought to Havana, The Hague 
and to Geneva to dwell with loving pride 
on the outstanding achievements of our 
peerless leader, Alice Paul, who accom- 
plished the impossible when she succeeded 
in having the unequal Hague nationality 
convention reopened at the Assembly of 
the League of Nations in Geneva, in Sep- 
tember, 1930, had the subject placed on 
the agenda, at the Council meeting of the 
League in January, 1931, and secured the 
creation of the Women’s Consultative 
Committee, to advise the League on the 
question of the nationality of women. The 
report of this Women’s Committee favor- 
ing equality of nationality was sent out 
to the nations of the world by the As- 
sembly of 1931. 

In beginning this report I said we felt 
that no pageants were necessary to em- 
phasize the momentous events which have 
transpired, during the last few years. In 
making that remark, I had reference to 
the international events just spoken of. 
At our last convention, two years ago, 
we rejoiced in the fact that for the first 
time women had been heard before a Pan- 
American Congress, led by Miss Stevens, 
and as a result the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women had been formed to 
study the legal status of women in the 
Americas. At this convention we rejoice 
that women have been heard by the League 
of Nations, led by Miss Paul, and that as 
a result the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee has been formed to report to the 
League on the question of nationality. 

Even now Miss Paul is on her way to 
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Geneva in an effort to further interna- 
tional Equal Rights. We mourn her 
absence but realize that she is always 
leagues ahead in her plans for the future, 
and we are always breathlessly striving 
to catch up with her. May all success at- 
tend her efforts and may she be with us 
safely again in the not too distant future 
is, I am sure, the desire of every heart 
in this room today. 

In this flying international glimpse we 
gladly praise Doris Stevens who, like 
Leonidas at Thermopyle, held the pass 
at The Hague and insisted that inequality 
should not be approved by our country’s 
representative. The Inter-American Com- 
mision of Women, whose chairman she is, 
now has its nearly full quota of 21 women 
and is going full steam ahead in its prepa- 
rations for Montevedio when a report of 
the discriminations against women in the 
laws of the 21 American republics will be 
presented. The recent nomination of 
Miss Stevens to fill the vacancy in the 
American Institute of law caused by the 
elevation of Mr. Elihu Root to the hono- 
rary presidency is not only a feather in 
her cap and ours, it is a veritable plume. 

In these international activities I gladly 
mention the contributions of other mem- 
bers of the Party, first and foremost of 
our national president, Mrs. Belmont, of 
Miss Emma Wold, Miss Margaret Whitte- 
more, Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Miss 
Lucy Branham, Miss Ella Riegel, Mrs. 
Abby Scott Baker and Mrs. Emily M. 
Smith, who all helped to achieve the suc- 
cess we won. 

Our NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

The success of these many international 
activities shows the wisdom and foresight 
of the counsel of our national president, 
Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont who, ever since 
1923, has believed in the necessity for 
international activity, to safeguard our 
own equality gains, on the principle that 
American women cannot enjoy blessings 
denied to the women of other countries. 
And therefore, as she wrote, from national 
we became international. Further it is 
Mrs. Belmont’s intense feeling that the 
opinions of women throughout the world 
should be mobilized back of measures of 
concern to women so that legislators in 
this and other countries would be aware 
of women’s interests and demands. 
Throughout all these various international 
struggles for equality for men and women 
Mrs. Belmont has given her enthusiastic 
leadership, co-operation and generous 
financial support. 

Much has been accomplished during the 
past two years. Much remains to be done. 
Let us, after we have thus paused to take 
account of stock, proceed with renewed 
enthusiasm toward the goal of equality of 
opportunity for women, to be secured by 
an amendment to the constitution read- 
ing: | 

“Men and women shall have Equal 


| 
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Rights throughout the United States and 
in every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


Letrer From Mrs. BRLMONT 


I am very happy to close this report 
with a letter just received from Mrs. 
Belmont: 

9 rue Monsieur, 
Paris (VII), France, 
November 21, 1931. 


Dear Mrs. WILEY: 

Your circular letter sent to me as one 
of the Founders of the National Woman’s 
Party was received with great interest. 

Again I have to tell you how extremely 
grieved I am that I cannot be with you 
at the biennial convention to be held in 


Washington December 5, 6 and 7. Al- 
though not actually with you, I am there 
in spirit and shall follow every thought 
and intelligent discussion that I know 
you will all be handling. 

I consider it wonderful what we have 
all done in the last year or so, but only 
know too well the big work ahead of us. 


It is a great joy and peace to me to know 


that you are taking very intelligent care 
of us as national chairman. 

I am sending you my check for $1,000 
for you to use in the way you think best 
for our work and where it is most needed. 

I shall await with great interest to 
hear the results that you have settled 
upon during the convention. 


Equal. Rights 


With kind remembrances to you all, be- 
lieve me, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Atva E. Pres., 


National Woman’s Party. 


The Equal Rights Amendment, my 
friends, is not an easy thing to get. It 
requires self-sacrifice, determination and 
courage. To join us in this task is not 
a bed of roses, it is rather a thicket of 
thorns. But I believe that all who do 
join us will find that in this, as in every- 
thing else that is worth while, one must 
lose his life to find it, one must lose him- 
self in some worthwhile cause to find real 
contentment. 


Social Events of the Conference 


LTHOUGH National Woman’s 
A Party members met purposing to 
accomplish much the social angle 
of the Biennial] Convention was not lack- 
ing. High spots in the social calendar of 
the convention were the reception to dele- 
gates at Alva Belmont House on the eve- 
ning of Saturday, December 5; the tea 
at Alva Belmont House Monday at 5 
P. M., and the Equal Rights dinner Sun- 
day night. 

Assisting Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, na- 
tional chairman, in the receiving line at 
the reception Saturday were: Miss Alma 
Lutz of North Dakota, Burnita Shelton 
Matthews of Mississippi, Dora G. Ogle 
and Edith Houghton Hooker of Maryland, 
Jane Norman Smith, Mrs. John J. White, 
Mrs. John Winters Brannan and Ruth 
Vandeer Litt of New York; Nina E. Allen- 
der of the District of Columbia, Laura 
Berrien of Georgia, Elsie Hill of Connecti- 
cut, Maud Younger and Mrs. William 
Kent of California. 

Another interesting social event was 
the dinner of the Maryland Branch in the 


Alva Belmont House Saturday evening, 
with Helen Elizabeth Brown as toast- 
mistress. The speakers were: Ida Kloze, 
attorney; Evelyn Harris, farmer; Almira 
Sweeten, real estate dealer; Mildred 
Kahler Geare, journalist, and Edith 
Houghton Hooker. 


Among those prominent in the organi- 
zation who were present for the opening 
of the convention were: Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley, National Council Chairman; Gail 
Laughlin, Florence Bayard Hilles, Anita 
Pollitzer, vice-chairmen; A. Marguerite 
Smith, secretary; Laura Berrien, acting 
treasurer; Maud Younger, Congressional 
chairman; Muna Lee, director of national 
activities; Emma Fox, parliamentarian ; 
Nina E. Allender, District of Columbia; 
Mrs. John W. Brannan, New York; Mrs. 
Isaac H. Dixon, Maryland; Elsie Hill, 
Connecticut; Inez Haynes Irwin, New 
York; Edith Houghton Hooker, Mary- 
land; Elizabeth T. Kent, California; Ruth 
Vandeer Litt, New York; Alma Lutz, 
North Dakota; Burnita S. Matthews, 


Mississippi; Dora G. Ogle, Maryland; 
Jane Norman Smith, New York; Mrs. 
John J. White, New York; Mrs. Paul M. 
Linebarger, District of Columbia. 


The outstanding social event of the con- 
vention was, of course, the Equal Rights 
dinner in the Presidential Dining Room 
at 7.30 P. M. Sunday, when Izetta Jewel 
Brown acted as toastmistress. Speakers 
included Dr. James Brown Scott, presi- 
dent of American Institute of Interna- 
tional Law; Hon. John L. Cable, father 
of Cable Act; Gail Laughlin, former mem- 
ber of Maine Legislature; Dona Juanita 
Molina de Fromen, representative of Nica- 
ragua on the Inter-American Commission 
of Women; Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Na- 
tional Chairman; Maud Younger, Con- 
gressional Chairman. 


A fuller account of the Equal Rights 
dinner, together with a report of the ses- 
sion on recent Feminist achievements 
held Sunday at 2.30 P. M. in the Concord 
Room of Hotel Mayflower, will be given in 
a later issue of Rieurts. 


Woman's Party Elects Officers 


National Woman’s Party will remain 

unchanged it was decided at the 
Biennial Convention meeting of Decem- 
ber 7 at Hotel Mayflower. 

The following changes will be made, 
however, Mrs. Dwight Clark, District of 
Columbia, will take the place of A. Mar- 
guerite Smith of Massachusetts, who, with 
Mrs. Merritt O. Chance, District of Co- 
lumbia, goes on the Council to take the 
places of Anne Archbold of Maine and 
Laura Berrien of the District of Columbia. 

Miss Berrien will no longer be acting 
treasurer of the organization it was de- 
cided, but treasurer. 


The completed list of offices of the 


F OR the most part, officers of the 


National Woman’s Party includes presi- 
dent, Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont, N. Y.; 
chairman National Council, Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley, District of Columbia; vice- 
chairmen, Gail Laughlin, Maine; Florence 
Bayard Hilles, Delaware; and Anita Pol- 
litzer, South Carolina; secretary, Mrs. 
Dwight Clark, District of Columbia; 
treasurer, Laura Berrien, District of Co- 
lumbia; congressional chairman, Maud 
Younger, California; director of national 
activities, Muna Lee; parliamentarian, 
Emma Fox, Michigan; Council members— 
Edith Ainge, New York; Nina E. Allen- 
der, District of Columbia; Mrs. John W. 
Brannan, New York; Mrs. Isaac H. Dixon, 
Maryland; Bertha W. Fowler, Colorado; 
Elsie Hill, Connecticut; Inez Haynes 


Irwin, New York; Edith Houghton 
Hooker, Maryland; Elizabeth T. Kent, 
California; Ruth Vandeer Litt, New 
York; Alma Lutz, North Dakota; Burnita 
S. Matthews, Mississippi; Dora G. Ogle, 
Maryland; Alice Paul, New Jersey; Sarah 
Pell, New York; Elizabeth Selden Rogers, 
New York; Jane Norman Smith, New 
York; Doris Stevens, New York; Mrs. 
John Jay White, New ,York; Margaret 
Whittemore, California; Mrs. Valentine 
Winters, Ohio; Maud Younger, Cali- 
fornia; A. Marguerite Smith, Massachu- 
setts and Mrs. Merritt O. Chance, District 
of Columbia. 

Coincident with the election of officers, 
reports were read and final business of 
the convention was cleared up. 


December 12, 1931 


Women 


GENERAL convention of the Epis- 

copal Church was recently held in 

Denver, Colorado. These general 
conventions, held every three years, began 
in 1785 when the first one was called in 
the city of Philadelphia. The govern- 
ment of the Episcopal Church of America 
and the Government of the United States 
took shape at the same time. At the 
second general convention, held July 28, 
1789, in Philadelphia, the constitution of 
the church was ratified and signed in 
the same room and by many of the same 
men as had signed our national Consti- 
tution some months before. At the recent 
convention in Denver several matters 
came up of particular importance to 
women. 

A Commission on Marriage and Divorce 
had been created on which no women 
were serving. On the motion of Bishop 
Colmore of Porto Rico, the House of 
Bishops approved the suggesiton that at 
least three women should be added to the 
Joint Commission on Marriage and Di- 
vorce. This was later modified in the 
House of Deputies to add four women 
as consultants. The commission was au- 
thorized to select the four women con- 
sultants. Thus women will sit only in 
an advisory capacity and have no vote, 
despite the great importance of this sub- 
ject to women. 

A new canon, approved by both houses, 
defines the ministry of deaconesses. They 
are now empowered to assist the minister 
in the preparation of candidates for bap- 
tism and confirmation, and to assist in 


By Anna Kelton Wiley 


the office of baptism by virtue of their 
ministry; to officiate at the churching of 
women; to read morning and evening 
prayer together with the litany in church, 
save such parts as are reserved for the 
priest, and to lead in prayer. With the 
license of the bishop they are permitted to 
instruct and preach, save at holy com- 
munion. The canon has been amended by 
striking out the proviso that a deaconess 
who marries “shall not continue to exer- 
cise her office.” 


At the triennial meeting of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Church, held conjointly 
with the general convention in Denver, 
the following resolution was offered by 
Miss Mary E. Bakewell, of Washington, 
D. C., delegate to the Woman’s Auxiliary 
from St. John’s Parish: 


Wueress, The Woman's Auxiliary is 
inclusive of the best woman power of the 
church, and 

Wurnnas, This power is restricted and 
curtailed by reason of the exclusive domi- 
nation of men, and 

Wurnzas, To meet the church’s present 
crisis there must be full utilization of the 


abilities of women as well as men; there- 


fore, be it 
Resolved, That either as individuals or 
as members of local Auxiliaries, women 
now make insistent their right to receive 
recognition and to share responsibility; by 
a. Becoming members of their several 
vestries ; 
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and the Episcopal Church 


b. Becoming delegates to diocesan and 
general conventions; 


c. Entering Theological Seminaries as 
students, if duly prepared; 


d. Licensure as preachers and evan- 
gelists, if qualified and properly entered. 


There was much discussion of this reso- 
lution. Finally as there seemed no chance 
of its adoption, Miss Cosey of Massachu- 
setts introduced a substitute resolution, 
which was passed, and Miss Bakewell 
withdrew hers. The resolution which 
passed read: 

Wuereas, Women are now serving on 
certain vestries, diocesan and provinci4] 
councils and as delegates to diocesan con- 
ventions, and 


Wuenreas, Various problems and issues 
which concern women as well as men are 
continually coming before the church, and 

Wuereas, It is our belief that clearer 
solution can be reached with the advice 
and council of women, especially in mat- 
ters where they are concerned; be it 


Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
meeting that the women of this church, 
in consultation with their bishops, clergy 
and lay leaders, consider seriously ways 
and means whereby women may make a 
wider contribution to the work of the 
church. 

Miss Bakewell is an old member of the 
National Woman Suffrage Association 
and an ecclestical student in the Episcopal 
Church, who, were it possible to have 
women in the clergy, would be a gifted 
candidate. 


An Equal Rights Law Effective 


States decided November 30 that the 
State of Wisconsin, under its 

unique, although incomplete, Equal 
Rights law, can not tax a husband for his 
wife’s separate income together with his 
own income. 

In most other States, under the com- 
mon law, such a tax would be legal. 

Justice Owen J. Roberts wrote the ma- 
jority opinion, which based the decision 
on Wisconsin’s enactment of two statutes, 
one specifically granting married women 
the sole right to their property, both per- 
sonal and real, and the Equal Rights law 
giving women the same rights as men “in 
the exercise of suffrage, freedom of con- 
tract, choice or residence for voting pur- 
poses, jury service, holding office, holding 
and conveying property, care and cus- 
tody of children, and in all other re- 
spects”—except in the respect of equality 
in labor legislation, the court might have 
added. 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes was the 


i HE Supreme Court of the United 


only one of the nine justices who dis- 
sented. He did so on his usual grounds, 
arguing that if the State desired to retain 
this one vestige of the characteristics of 
the old marriage state, it was entitled to 
do so. 

The decision of the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin, which upheld the effort of 
State tax authorities to require a joint 
return on the incomes of Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert A. Hoeper of Marathon County 
was reversed by the majority decision. 

Justice Roberts held it was “arbitrary” 
and “a denial of due process’”—in viola- 
tion of the Fourteenth Amendment of the 
Federal Constitution, for the State, after 
granting Equal Rights by statute, to seek 
as here to tax the husband for something 
that was not his. 

The wife’s income was described as “a 
salary, interest and dividends, and a share 
of the profits of a partnership with which 
her husband had no connection.” 

Had the two incomes been combined, 
under the Wisconsin rates, graduated ac- 


cording to the amount of the net income, 
the tax would have been greater than the 
total of the two separate taxes by $56.14. 

“At common law,” said the majority 
opinion, “the wife’s property, owned at 
the date of marriage or in any manner 
acquired thereafter, is the property of her 
husband. Her earnings and income are 
his, he may dispose of them at will, and 
he is liable for her debts. 

“Were the status of a married woman 
in Wisconsin that which she had at com- 
mon law, the statutory attribution of her 
income to her husband for income tax 
would, no doubt, be justifiable. But her 
spouse’s ownership and control of her 
property have been abolished by the laws 
of the State.” 

Here the opinion enumerated the com- 
prehensive provisions of the two Wiscon- 
sin statutes, and asserted that the ques- 
tion was whether the State could measure 
the husband’s tax partly by the income of 
another. 


“We have no doubt that, because of the 
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fundamental conceptions which underlie 
our system, any attempt by a State to 
measure the tax of one person’s property 
or income by reference to the property or 
income of another is contrary to due 
process of law as guaranteed by the Four- 
teenth Amendment,” the Court stated. 
“That which is not in fact the taxpayer’s 
. income * be made 80 by calling it 
income.“ 

“It is . to say that the pro- 
vision of the Wisconsin, income tax statute 
retains or reestablishes what was for- 
merly an incident of the marriage rela- 


tion. Wisconsin has not made the prop- 


erty of the wife that of her husband, nor 
has it made the income from her prop- 


erty the income of her husband. Nor has 


it established joint ownership. ae 
Under the law of Wisconsin the income 
of the wife does not at any moment or to 
any extent become the property of the 
husband. He never has any title to it, or 
controls any part of it.” 


The argument of State officials, that 
the ruling is necessary to prevent tax 
evasion, “cannot justify the otherwise un- 
constitutional exaction,” the Court stated. 


As to the second argument, upholding 


the joint tax as a “regulation of mar- 
riage,” the Court held it was clear that 


Mrs. Caraway Nominated 
NSTEAD of serving, only slightly more 
than a month until a special election, 
the United States Senate’s new woman 
member, Hattie W. Caraway of Arkansas, 
is now practically certain to retain her 
Senate seat until March 4, 1933, the end 


Feminist Notes 


the tax law was a revenue measure, not a 
regulatory one. 


or relationships of any person, natural or 
artificial,” it commented. 
The dissenting opinion of Justice 


Holmes, one of the greatest living authori- 


ties on the common law, said in part: 


“This case cannot be disposed of as an 


attempt to take one person’s property to 
pay another person’s debts. The statutes 
are the outcome of a thousand years of 
history. They must be viewed against the 
backgraund of the earlier rules that hus- 
band and wife are one, and that one the 
husband; and that as the husband took 
the - 8 8 he was liable for her 
debtz. 800 far as th 
of the United States is — the 
Legislature has power to, determine what 
the consequences of marriage shall be, 
and as it may provide that the husband 
shall or shall not have certain rights in 
his wife's property and shall or shall not 
be liable for his wife's debts it may enact 
that he shall be liable for taxes on an 
income that ‘in every probability will 
make his lite easier and help to pay his 
bills. Taxation may consider not only 
command over, but actual enjoyment of 
the property taxed. = 

“It is said that ‘Wisconsin has taken 


of her husband’s unexpired term. 

She has been unanimously nominated 
by the ‘Democratic State Central Commit- 
tee to fill the full term and nomination by 
the Democratic, committee is tantamount 
to election. Balloting in the special elec- 
tion will take place on January 12. 


A facsimile of the Christmas Curd that fill neee to your 


friend your gift of a subscription for Equal Rights. 
Three subscriptions for the price of too. 


once. 


— 


Order at 


Thraughaut all the coming vear you will 


Hay the enjoyment of euch nef issue 
bring to your mind fresh thoughts 
of my lasting good fishes. 


receibe 


Equal Rights 


Bonor’s Name 


“It is obvious that the 
act does not purport to regulate the status 


Equal Rights 


away the former characteristics of the 
marriage state. But it has said in so 
many words that it keeps this one. And 
when the Legislature: clearly indicates 
that it means to accomplish a certain 
result within its power to accomplish it 
is our business to; supply any formula 
that the elegantia juris may seem to re- 
quire. The statuts is justified also by its 
tendency to prevent tax evasion.” 

Mr. Hoeper, ho married a widow, 
Florence Rowley, in October, 1927, listed 
his income separately. for 1927 as $7,150 
from salary, and 33,259.25 from interest 
and dividends. His wife listed income of 
$2,400 from salary, $143.91 from divi- 
dends and interest, and $1,519.52 earn- 
ings from an insurance agency. Mr. 
Hoeper paid on the joint return under 
protest and brought proceedings for a 
refund. The Circuit Court upheld the tax 
on grounds of State law, as to the last 
two months of the year after the mar- 
riage, but held that ihe husband could 
not be taxed on the basis of her income 
receiyed during the ten months of the 
year prior to the marriage. The over- 
charge, amounting to $56.14, was all that 
was involved in the way of money in the 
State and. Federal Supreme Court deci- 
sions—except as to the future for many 
married persons. 
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Mrs. . name was the only one 


submitted to the central committee. Sup- 


porters of Frank Pace, Little Rock law- 
yer, did not present his name after they 
were defeated on three questions of the 
committee. 

Governor Harvey Parnell of Arkansas 
appointed Mrs. Caraway to serve as Sena- 
tor until the January election, and then 
fought hard to swing the nomination for 
the full term to her. 


Women Engineers Only 
O MEN are allowed to work in a suc- 
cessful engineering firm in England, 
which will soon be given an opportunity 
to exhibit its inventions at the Olympia 
Exhibition. 

A grid trap for kitchen sinks is the 
firm’s latest inventions, but many other 
devises, invented and manufactured by 
women, unaided by men, will be displayed 
by the all-women’s firm at the approach- 
ing exhibition. 

The Feminist engineering firm was or- 
ganized six years ago by twenty young 
women, who now own and control their 
own business and employ only women. 
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